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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Claims 1-12 are pending in tliis application. 

Drawings 

2. The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1 .84(p)(4) 
because reference character "31" has been used to designate both the base plate in 
figure 1 and a stopper in figures 15A & 15B. Corrected drawing sheets in compliance 
with 37 CFR 1 .121(d) are required in reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of 
the application. Any amended replacement drawing sheet should include all of the 
figures appearing on the immediate prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is 
being amended. Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of an application 
must be labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New Sheet" 
pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121(d). If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, the 
applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next Office 
action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
states. 

4. Claims 1-3 and 5-11 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Canon Inc., (JP 2003-290356 A) based on the machine translation 
provided by the Japanese Patent Office. 
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Canon discloses a liquid medication cartridge (3) comprising an accommodating 
portion (100) for accommodating a liquid medication; a liquid discharge portion (116) 
having a discharge port (104) for discharging the liquid medication by using an Inkjet 
technique; a communicating means (Figure 5) for establishing communication between 
the accommodating portion and the liquid discharge portion; and a filling means (via 
movement of 1 16) for filling the liquid discharge portion with the liquid medication. See: 
figures 1-5. 

Regarding claim 2, the liquid medication cartridge characterized by Canon does 
not have an absorbing member in the accommodating portion. 

Regarding claim 3, Canon discloses a liquid medication cartridge characterized 
in that the communicating means (figure 5) for establishing communication between the 
liquid discharge portion (116) and the accommodating (100) portion has a film Isolating 
the liquid discharge portion (105) from the accommodating portion and a piercing 
member (top edge of 1 16) provided on the liquid discharge portion and the piercing 
member pierces the Isolating film to establish communication between the liquid 
discharge portion and the accommodating portion. 

Regarding claim 5, Canon discloses a liquid medication cartridge (3) 
characterized in that after establishment of communication between the liquid discharge 
portion (116) and the accommodating portion (100), the liquid discharge portion (116) is 
filled with the liquid contained In the accommodating portion. 

Regarding claim 6, Canon discloses a liquid medication cartridge (3) 
characterized In that an Inner volume of the accommodating portion (100) Is reduced by 
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deforming a part of tlie accommodating portion (wliere 116 pierces 100), to fill the liquid 
discharge portion (116) with the liquid contained in the accommodating portion (100). 

Regarding claim 7, Canon discloses a liquid medication cartridge (3) 
characterized in that a ratio of the inner volume of the accommodating portion (100) is 
reduced by deforming a part of the accommodating portion (when 1 1 6 pierces 1 00) is 
40% or less (the amount drawn from 1 16 is less than 40% of the liquid in 1 00) of the 
inner volume of the entire accommodating portion. 

Regarding claim 8, Canon discloses a liquid medication cartridge (3) 
characterized in that an inner volume of the accommodating portion (100) is reduced by 
the piercing member (top edge of 1 16) provided on the liquid discharge portion (116) 
entering the accommodating portion (100) and filling the liquid discharge portion (116) 
with the liquid contained in the accommodating portion. 

Regarding claim 9, Canon discloses a liquid medication cartridge (3) 
characterized in that a ratio of the liquid overflowing from the liquid discharge portion 
(116) when filling the liquid discharge portion with the liquid contained in the 
accommodating portion (100) is 20% or less (the amount entering 116 would be less 
than 20% of the volume in 1 00) of an inner volume of the entire accommodating portion. 

Regarding claim 10, Canon discloses an inhaler that allows a user to inhale a 
medication as liquid droplets, characterized by having a retaining portion for retaining 
the liquid medication cartridge (figure 1) and a control means (battery controlled 
discharge device) for controlling a liquid discharge portion. 
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Regarding claim 11, Canon discloses an inhaler that is a portable device and is 
capable of being carried about. See: figure 1 . 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 4 and 12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Canon Inc., (JP 2003-290356 A) based on the machine translation provided 
by the Japanese Patent Office, as applied to claims 1-10 above, and further in 
view of Landis et al., 4,648,393. 

Canon discloses all the limitations of claims 4 & 12 except the communication 
means for establishing communication between the liquid discharge portion and the 
accommodating portion opens a communication passage blocked by a pressure applied 
from outside by reducing the pressure. 

Landis et al., discloses a breath actuated inhaler that activates a switch and 
allows a blocked passageway (blocked by 56) to be opened and a medicament 
discharged by reducing the pressure in a passageway (when 56 is moved upward). 
See: figures 2 & 3. 

Breath actuated inhalers are common in the art and It would have been obvious 
to one having ordinary skill in the art a the time the invention was made to have utilized 
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a breath actuated switch as taught by Landis in the device disclosed by Canon to 
ensure the dispenser is only actuated when it is inserted into a user's mouth. 

Conclusion 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Vogues (6,196,218); Voges (6,637,430); Morita (2004/0178106); 
Hess et al, (6,196,219); Goodall et al., (6,629,524). 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to CLINTON OSTRUP whose telephone number is 
(571 )272-5559. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Justine Yu can be reached on (571 ) 272-4835. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Clinton Ostrup/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 3771 

/Justine R Yu/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3771 



